
                          NATIONAL PARKS AND CANYONLANDS 

                                   8 National Parks, 12 National Forests  
                                    August 18 - 29, 2020 (Fly/Drive) 
Day 1:  TRAVEL DAY:  Flight to Denver, Co. Time to Get acquainted with Travelers. 

Day 2:  PIKE’S PEAK COG RAILWAY • GARDEN OF THE GODS. Our breathtaking ascent to the 14,110-ft 
summit is unforgettable. Upon reaching the top, if the weather is clear, we’ll experience panoramic views of 
Denver, the Sangre de Cristo Mountains and NM. This is the awesome sight that inspired the writer of 
“America the Beautiful.” Our next stop is the Garden of the Gods. Designated as a Natural Landmark, the Gar-
den is especially dramatic in the light of the late afternoon sun. Today we also visit the Air Force Academy.  

Day 3:  COLORADO ROCKIES. Today we enjoy some fantastic scenery as we make our way over the Conti-
nental Divide and the spectacular Colorado Rockies on our way to Ouray, a rich 19th century mining town 
surrounded by spectacular mountain scenery. It’s called the Little Switzerland of the Rockies.  

Day 4:  DURANGO AND SILVERTON NARROW-GAUGE RAILROAD • SAN JUAN NATIONAL FOREST. 
This morning we drive the Million Dollar Highway, and we will be in awe of the views on our way to Silverton. 
Since 1882, the Durango and Silverton Narrow-Gauge Railroad has run this mountainous route through the 
San Juan National Forest and along the Animas River. We will ride this memorable route from Silverton to 
Durango which provides a scenic, thrilling and authentic journey into yesteryear.  

Day 5:  MESA VERDE NATIONAL PARK. Mesa Verde is Spanish for “Green Table”. The plateau towers 
2000 feet above the surrounding valleys and is famous for the well-preserved, pre-Columbian cliff dwellings in 
the shallow alcoves of its many canyon walls. We will experience the ruins of this 52,000 acre park. See the 
300 room Cliff Palace, Spruce Treehouse and other archeological discoveries. Unbelievable Scenery! 

Day 6:  NAVAJO NATION INDIAN RESERVATION • MONUMENT VALLEY • MOAB. This morning we trav-
el through the heart of Navajo Indian country. We pass through Monument Valley. This area provides perhaps 
the most enduring and definitive images of the American West. The isolated red mesas and buttes surround-
ed by empty, sandy desert have been filmed and photographed countless times over the years for movies, 
advertisements & holiday brochures. Because of this, the area may seem quite familiar. Tonight we enjoy a 
delicious western-style dinner with magnificent views of the Colorado River and the red rock cliffs. 

Day 7:  ARCHES NATIONAL PARK • CANYONLANDS NATIONAL PARK. Today we visit one of the jewels 
of the southwest, Arches National Park, a rugged area containing the largest number of natural stone arches 
in the country. The arches were formed by the weathering of openings in vertical slabs of sandstone. This 
timeless, natural grouping of giant stone arches, pinnacles, spires, fins and windows was once the bed of an 
ancient sea. The power of erosion has laid bare the skeletal structure of the earth at this fascinating location. 
Canyonlands National Park is the largest national park in Utah. We witness breathtaking views divided by 
massive canyons of the Green and Colorado Rivers. Enjoy the beautiful surroundings this evening. 

Day 8:  CAPITOL REEF NATIONAL PARK • GRAND STAIRCASE • ESCALANTE NATIONAL MONU-
MENT. We drive through the San Rafael Desert to Capitol Reef National Park. Here we see narrow canyons, 
ridges, arches, spires and domes. The monument is so named because of the resemblance of the many whit-
ish sandstone domes to the US Capitol building. The “Reef” refers to the high uplifted ridge running north-
south along the fold which presented a considerable barrier to early settlers. Our scenic drive continues 
through the Grand Staircase - Escalante National Monument. 

Day 9:  BRYCE CANYON •  ZION CANYON.  Today we tour Bryce Canyon National Park, which includes 
some of the earth’s most colorful rock formations, fantastic wind and water sculpted “hoodoos” tinted by vari-
ous oxides which give red, yellow, brown and lavender hues. After our tour and ample time for picture-taking, 
we proceed to Zion National Park and the amazing Zion Canyon. Desert terrain and huge, sculpted rock for-
mations coexist with waterfalls and hanging gardens in this spectacular gorge carved through strangely col-
ored sandstone, shale and limestone.  

Day 10:  GRAND CANYON. Today you will experience exceptional views of this natural wonder. The Canyon 
is unmatched in the incomparable vistas it offers to visitors. We travel through spectacular red cliffs, strands of 
aspen, cedar and oak, and abundant wildflowers. So impressive words can’t describe! 

Day 11:  PETRIFIED FOREST, Painted Dessert NP, Old Town Albuquerque: See the most spectacular 
display of petrified wood in the world and view the awesome views of  mesas, pinnacles and canyons. 

Day 12: Today we return home with many new memories and friends! Flight Home. 

Trip Cost:  Land Portion: $2595. Airfare priced once group is confirmed.  Cost Includes: Lodging, Motor-
Coach  transportation, transfers, admissions, 8 group meals, tour escort, breakfast when provided at hotel and 
those Koinonia extras. 

Alaska, The Last Frontier!  
Alaska and Inside Passage Cruise  

August  21st — September 3rd, 2021  
  
Alaska is amazingly different! It has the tallest 
mountain, the largest area of national parkland, 
the highest concentration of glaciers and the long-
est stretch of coastland in all of the United States. 
Incredible scenery, breathtaking beauty beyond 
words, thundering glaciers, thrilling and bountiful 
wildlife, intriguing native heritage, rollicking Klon-
dike history, and friendly hospitality provide a   
never-ending adventure. It is an experience of a 
lifetime, and a journey that you will never forget.  
 

Day 1: Travel day. Day 2: Fairbanks, AK. Visit Morris Thompson Cultural Center to learn about Fairbanks.  
Later, send a Christmas card from the North Pole or deliver a card to Santa. Day 3: Fairbanks, AK. Board the 
Riverboat Discovery for an adventure on the Chena and Tanana Rivers. Guides will share their Indian/Eskimo 
cultures with you. This afternoon we visit the Alaska Pipeline. Also, try panning for gold at Eldorado Gold Mine. 
Day 4: Explore Denali National Park, which contains Mt. McKinley. Watch for grizzly bears, wolves, dall sheep, 
moose and eagles on your Tundra Wilderness Tour. Day 5: Anchorage, AK. Enjoy a city tour with a local guide 
to learn about this unique city. Day 6: Anchorage, AK. Visit The Anchorage Museum of History and Art, 
which showcases an impressive collection of Alaskan history. Experience the state’s distinctive Native culture at 
the Alaska Native Heritage Center. Day 7: Seward, AK and Resurrection Bay. The Seward Highway is rated 
as the most scenic in the country and has been designated a National Forest Scenic Byway. Visit the Alaska 
Sea Life Center for an up-close and personal experience with Gulf of Alaska Marine Wildlife. Day 8: Hubbard 
Glacier Cruising. Today we begin our cruise on the Inside Passage. Wildlife, glaciers, and beautiful mountains 
make for some excellent sightseeing and this will definitely be a highlight. Day 9: Juneau, AK. Juneau has the 
massive Mendenhall Glacier. Explore the lush Tongass National Forest. Visit the rustic shops in town, or get out 
and kayak, dogsled, raft, hike, whale watch, flight-see or fish. Day 10: Skagway, AK. Recommend riding the 
White Pass & Yukon narrow-gauge railway. Visit the Red Onion Saloon, and the Trail of '98 Museum. Day 11: 
Icy Strait Point, AK. Day 12: Ketchikan, AK. Besides the main attractions - Creek Street, the Tongass Histori-
cal Museum, Totem Bight State Park and Saxman Village, try a flight-seeing trip to breathtaking Misty Fjords Na-
tional Monument. Day 13: At Sea. Day 14. Vancouver, British Columbia. Travel home 

 

Tour Cost: $3895 per person double occupancy. Plus 
Round Trip Airfare. Airfare cost will be available once 
the trip is determined to be a go. Price includes: Motor-
coach transportation and transfers, seven night Cruise 
(Inside Cabin), plus meals and entertainment aboard 
cruise ship. Six nights lodging on the land portion, four 
group meals, River Boat Discovery Excursion, Admis-
sions to: El Dorado Gold Mine, Fairbanks University 
Alaska Museum, Denali National Park Tundra Wilder-
ness tour, Anchorage Heritage Center, Anchorage His-
tory Museum, City Guide, Wildlife Conservation Cen-
ter, and Seward Sea life Museum. Price is based on 
Double Occupancy. Airfare determines final cost. Indi-
viduals may upgrade their cabin category to ocean 
view or balcony at additional cost. Call for pricing! This 
is a fantastic tour! Itinerary is subject to change based 
on airline and cruise schedules. 


